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The purpose of Project ERI is to evaluate the efficacy of the Early Reading Intervention (ERI) and study systematic variations of intensity. Texas A&M University, the University of Connecticut, and the University of Central Florida in partnership with school districts in 3 states will test ERI and its net positive impact on children when implemented in schools with high concentrations of low SES and broad ethnic and linguistic diversity. Through randomized field trials we will gain information regarding the efficacy, replicability, and durability of effects. We will examine factors that moderate and mediate effects to determine the conditions necessary to effect student achievement. We will also study ways to intensify the ERI program for students who do not respond adequately to conventional small-group delivery. Cost/benefit analyses will be conducted to assess the ERI’s value-added.   
Participating schools have high concentrations of socioeconomically disadvantaged children from three predominant ethnicities: African American, Hispanic, and White Nonhispanic. Over 4 years, 26 schools, 108 kindergarten teachers, 26 intervention teachers, and 624 kindergarteners will participate. We estimate that the 4 lowest performing children from each class will be eligible to participate.
In Years 01 and 02, students in the comparison group will receive the schools’ typical intervention support delivered in 30-minute sessions in groups of 4. We will document that students receive a comparable amount of instructional intervention time. In Years 03 and 04, 3 variations of ERI intensity will be examined to study differential effects.  
We will use a series of experimental randomized controlled trials to address five research foci: curriculum efficacy, durability of student effects, intensity efficacy, moderators and mediators of curriculum efficacy, and costs. We will (a) replicate studies in sites and with personnel independent of the ERI program, and (b) design and conduct studies with guidance from an independent consultant not affiliated with ERI development. 
ERI’s efficacy will be evaluated on a range of standardized, norm-referenced measures of phonemic awareness, letter naming, letter-sound and word identification, word attack, oral reading fluency and comprehension. Quantitative and qualitative indicators of fidelity will be collected in experimental and comparison conditions along with costs of intervention implementation. 

